The Audience
been misinformed by the Viceroy of Chittagong. Reflection, more-
over, must haye convinced him that the Dianga captains were un-
likely in the ordinary course to prefer the Mughal's service to his,
for the simple but good reason that they were so well off with >nm
that no credible offer by another could tempt them. They had
lands, slaves, mistresses, and the huge revenue from their raids.
The Mughal wanted to end the slave raids. But how could he com-
pensate the captains for their loss?
These considerations had predisposed Thiri-thu-dhamma in the
mission's favour. Now he was impressed by the Friar's bearing.
We can suppose he was well pleased that the Portuguese were
innocent. Past history showed how satisfactory was the present
situation. When Goa was at the height of her power before Portu-
gal's absorption in 1580 by the Spanish monarchy, a viceroy
might well have joined forces with the freelances of his nation in
Bengal and have made a descent upon Mrauk-u, That was the real
danger period. Later, in 1616, whenihe Viceroy Don Jeronimo de
Azevedo did join the filibuster, Gonzales Tibao, in such a raid,
Portuguese power was already on the decline. Soon afterwards it
was found possible to bring the freelances to heel, and they had
been converted into excellent mercenaries just in time to form a
frontier corps against the encroaching Mughal. It was highly desir-
able to retain their services. They must be given every latitude
provided they remained faithful. Further, now that Goa was no
longer so powerful as to be dangerous, it would be good policy to
enter into direct relations with her, for if at any time he were
involved in a more serious clash with the Mughal, a reinforcement
of Portuguese war-galleys would be very useful. Arakan was
somewhat dangerously isolated. The King of Burma in the south
had a savage defeat to avenge, a White Elephant to recover. State-
craft, every prudent counsel, indicated the Portuguese as natural
allies. It must therefore have been with profound satisfaction that
he learnt there had been no conspiracy at Dianga. So now? at the
conclusion of Manrique's speech, it was not necessary to put fur-
ther questions. He briefly assured the Friar that he did not doubt
his word and declared he would issue formal orders for the fleet's
return.
As soon as he had said this, a curtain was drawn across the win-
dow, hiding him from sight. Everyone performed a final sfa-Ao.
The audience was at an end.
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